
Bellville’s own Cowboy Szymanski, who competed in 
the very first season of the History Channel’s wildly 
popular Forged in Fire show, invites the public to his 
Blacksmith Shop on the first weekend of April to meet 
many of his fellow Forged in Fire competitors! Friday 
and Saturday, April 2 & 3, “Texas Select from Forged 
in Fire” will showcase 51 bladesmiths from 21 states 
who have competed on the show, again making this 
the largest organized gathering of Forged in Fire com-
petitors in the nation! 
This event is FREE to the public, giving fans of the 
show the opportunity to meet the smiths, shop from 
their handmade knives on display, watch live forging 

demonstrations by the bladesmiths, throw tomahawks, 
and cheer for their favorites in the Chopping Competition 
Tournament! There is a live auction each day of items 
made by the bladesmiths. 
The BEST Booster Club will sell raffle tickets for a beauti-
ful Go Mai Damascus knife forged and donated by Cow-
boy, which benefits the science club’s scholarship fund 
and summer science camps. 
The Bellville Lion’s Club will operate the hot food and cold 
beer featuring Bellville Meat Market favorites and locally 
produced Huffmeister Beer. This will be a major fundraiser 
for the Lions who support many charities in the area. 
After competing on the History Channel’s knifemaking 
challenge, Cowboy made an effort to travel and meet as 
many of the other Forged in Fire bladesmiths as he could. 
By the third season of the show, he noticed that so many of the competitors were from Texas, which gave him the 
idea, “Wouldn’t it be fun to see how many of these guys we could get together at the Shop, and invite the public 
in to get to meet them and see their work!” Apparently, it was a good idea, because Cowboy has been hosting this 
event each April since 2018, and it just keeps growing bigger and bigger. 
Cowboy considers himself very blessed to get to work in Bellville’s historic 1891 Blacksmith Shop, but even more 

so he appreciates the support of the community and local businesses 
to help him host such a unique and fun event! 
For more event info, look up “Texas Select from Forged in Fire” event 
page on Facebook, or go to Phenixknives.com

Texas Select from Forged in Fire coming April 2 & 3
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March 2021
• Tuesday, March 30 – Blue Blazer Meeting, Time: noon – 1 pm, Location: 
Tony’s Family Restaurant, 1629 Meyer St., Sealy
April 2021
• Tuesday, April 6 – Business Buzz Luncheon – Speakers: Rebecca with 
Texas Premier Sporting Arms and TBA, Time: 12 – 1 pm, Location: Tony’s 
Family Restaurant, 1629 Meyer Street, Cost: Dutch Treat
• Wednesday, April 14 - Springtime in the Country Committee meeting, Time: 
noon – 1 pm, Location: Tony’s Family Restaurant/virtual/phone. (second 
Wednesday of each month)
• Thursday, April 15 – Banquet Committee Meeting, Time: noon – 1 pm, 
Location: Tony’s Family Restaurant /Online/Phone. (third Thursday of each 
month)
• Wednesday, April 21 - Springtime in the Country Committee meeting, Time: 
noon – 1 pm, Location: Tony’s Family Restaurant/virtual/phone. (Final pre-
event committee meeting)
• Friday, April 23 – Set up for Springtime in the Country event – All day, Loca-
tion: Texas Premier Sporting Arms
• Saturday April 24 - Springtime in the Country event – Saturday, April 24 – 
the last Saturday in April – all day event (volunteers will be on site from 6:30 
am – 6:30 pm)
	 * Cars in the Country: 9 am – 1 pm; People’s Choice award judging: 	
		  9 – 11:30 am
	 * Chili Dilly Cookoff: 9 am – 1 pm; People’s Choice award judging: 
		  9 – 11:30 am
	 * Shoot for the Chamber Clay Shoot: 1:30 – 5:00 pm; Registration 
		  and light lunch: 11 am – 1 pm
	 * Springtime in the Country Market: 9 am – 5 pm
	 * Entertainment: 10:30 am – 4 pm
• Tuesday, April 27 – Blue Blazer Meeting, Time: noon – 1 pm, Location: 
Tony’s Family Restaurant, 1629 Meyer St., Sealy
May 2021
• Tuesday, May 4 – Business Buzz Luncheon – Speakers: TBA, Time: 12 – 
1 pm, Location: Tony’s Family Restaurant, 1629 Meyer Street, Cost: Dutch 
Treat
• Thursday, May 6 – Banquet Committee Meeting, Time: noon – 1 pm, Loca-
tion: Tony’s Family Restaurant? /Online/Phone.
• Thursday, May 13 – Banquet Committee Meeting, Time: noon – 1 pm, Lo-
cation: Tony’s Family Restaurant? /Online/Phone.
• Thursday, May 20 – Banquet Hall Decorating, Time: 1 pm till?, Location: 
Sealy Columbus Hall, 1310 Hwy 90
• Friday, May 21 – Annual Banquet “Lovin’ Our Members” – Location: Sealy 
Columbus Hall, 1310 Hwy 90, Time: 5:15 – 10:00 pm (extra time is allotted 
for Board & Blue Blazer arrival and cleanup)
• Tuesday, May 25 – Blue Blazer Meeting, Time: noon – 1 pm, Location: 
Tony’s Family Restaurant, 1629 Meyer St., Sealy

The Chamber's Upcoming Events
 "We've planned around YOU"

Message con’t from pg 1
have renewed their membership!  If 
you have not, there is still time.  Call 
the office staff at (979) 885-3222 if 
you have any questions or you need 
to discuss arrangement.  We are 
here to help.
The brand new Springtime in the 
Country event is coming along nicely.  
If you are interested in helping shape 
the event, want to volunteer the day 
of the event, want participate in any 
of the events (Car Show, Chili Coo-
koff, Clay Shoot or become a vendor) 
do not hesitate to contact the office 
staff or visit our registration page at 
http://business.sealychamber.com/
Events/details/first-ever-springtime-
in-the-country-10400 for more infor-
mation.
The annual banquet “Lovin’ Our 
Members” is two months away.  We 
invite all our members as well as our 
community to join us in celebrating 
our businesses throughout the Sealy 
Area.  The deadline for the early bird 
registration is April 21.  If you have 
not registered for your tickets, half 
table, full table or sponsorship, take 
advantage of the lower cost by visit-
ing http://business.sealychamber.
com/Events/details/sealy-chamber-
annual-banquet-lovin-our-mem-
bers-10384 for more information or to 
register.
We will have a decision on the Sealy 
Wide Garage Sale and 90 Miles on 
90 soon.  Information will be posted 
on sealychamber.com as updates 
are available.
Let the staff know if you have any 
question, comment or needs they 
can help with. No matter where we 
are, the Sealy Chamber is here for 
you.  

Sincerely,
Nancy James,
President, Sealy Chamber of Commerce
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Did you know...
You as a Members can place announcements, press releases and events on the Chamber Website. To do this you 
must log onto your member portal at http://business.sealychamber.com/login.  Once in your business portal, you 
have the ability place your information on the website.
In addition to being on the Website, the announcement can be placed in the Chamber’s “What’s Happening” 
electronic news release of what is happening around our area. This is sent out to Chamber members as well as 
anyone who has signed up to receive our updates. Flyers for your event must be to the staff no later than 2 weeks 
prior to when it is needed to go out. You may email the flyer in jpg format to events@sealychamber.com



Nancy James, President
Charlie Burchfield

Toni Franklin
Kacie Gasaway
Zanetta Knesek
Rick Martinez
Jill Robertson
Ryan Svoboda
Leroy Zapalc
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Shop, Eat, Play Local – Supporting those who 
support you and your family!

Sealy Chamber of Commerce
2021  Blue Blazers

Chamber with getting news out to its members about the EIDL loan and the PPP loan through an interview with 
Matthew Wehring of Small Business Development Center at Blinn College.
In addition to keeping our community and beyond up to date with what is happening in the news and government, 
Greg also has a calendar in which any person or business can list their own events.  Greg also builds ads at a low 
cost for you to utilize on austincountynewsonline.com.  
Greg also offers video services such as commercials & videography, graphic services such as ad and ad creations, 
website creation, maintenance and host-
ing, audio services such as record and 
tapes conversion and audio restoration, 
social media services and computer ser-
vices.
For those who love video games in the vir-
tual world, Greg offers rental of his virtual 
reality studio.  He has a large selection of 
games and the studio holds up to six peo-
ple.  Contact Greg for more information on 
the use of the virtual studio.
Thank you Greg Stuessel for all your 
help throughout the year!  Greg is a great 
champion of the Chamber.
For more information on Austin County News 
Online you can contact Greg via email at pub-
lisher@austincountynewsonline.com or visit 
the website at austincountynewsonline.com.

Greg Stuessel, Owner of Austin County News Online, was the Spotlight 
Speaker at the February 5 Business Buzz Luncheon.  Greg shared informa-
tion about his different businesses with the guests.
Austin County News Online is Greg’s primary business in which he shares 
local, state, and national news.  If you happen upon a city council meeting 
or an Austin County Court meeting, you will probably see Greg or his father 
video recording the meeting to share on his news site.  Greg is a great as-
set to all sectors of our local governments.  If the messages need to get out, 
Greg will help make it happen.  He has had interviews with Senator Kolkhorst 
as well as Austin County Judge Tim Lapham.  He has also assisted the Sealy 

Sealy’s first ever Springtime in the Country and Bellville’s long time 
happening Fruehling Saengerfest team up!
The Sealy Chamber of Commerce’s first ever “Springtime in the Country” and the Bellville Lions Club along with the Bluebon-
net Chapter of the Texas German Society team up for the April 24 & 25 weekend.  What a great 
way to spend the weekend in Austin County enjoying your Saturday in the country relaxing at 
Springtime in the Country and your Sunday surround by German/Chez history at Bellville’s own 
Frueling Saengerfest!
On Saturday, you can take in Country Car Show, Chili Dilly Cookoff, Shoot for the Chamber clay 
shoot, vendors, food trucks, family games and lots of entertainment for a relaxing day in the 

country.  All of these activities take place 
at the Texas Premier Sporting Arms, 
7311 Hwy 36 S, Sealy. On Sunday, you 
can go back in time while enjoying Ger-
man music, singing festival, good ol’ bar-
b-que chicken and sausage dinner, chil-
dren and family activities and lots of fun! 
What a way to spend a fun filled week-
end with family and friends!
Keep an eye out for more information to 
come!


